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A Relation between Internet Usage and
the Spatial Range of Activities in Daily lives of University Students

-The case study of engineering university students commuting the local suburb’s campus-
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This paper aims at clarifying the correlation between internet usage and the spatial range of activities in daily lives.
Questionnaire survey and interview survey were conducted on university students who commute campus of local
city suburbs. 157 samples from questionnaire survey and 21samples from interview survey were used for analysis.
The following results are obtained,;

1)

2)

From the questionnaire survey, the relation between actual spatial range of activity in daily lives and the
internet usage was partially confirmed. As an index of actual range of activity, the number and the average and
the longest distance from house of frequent visited places were used. As an index of the internet usage
including mobile usage, the time for using internet in weekday and in weekend, the numbers of continually
using internet service and the number of interactively using internet service were used. The possibility that the
ranges of activities in daily lives of the middle level internet users tend to be wider than that of high level and
low level internet users were confirmed. But the relation of cause and effect could not be determined. With
assuming the both direction of cause and effect, the following two hypothesis are defined;

+ Using internet to some extend may cause to widen the spatial range of activity. But if person uses internet
beyond some extend, internet cause to narrow the range of activity.

+ The students having wide range of activity may be interested in both real space and virtual internet space.
They uses internet to some extend.

From the interview survey, the students’ recognition of the change in life caused by using internet was clarified.
Some students recognize that the range of activity become wider because of using internet. They get
information about the place and the motive for visiting place through internet including communication with
interactive internet service. But more than half of students do not recognize any changes of the range of
activity because of using internet. The changes in life caused by using internet are diverse showing below
examples;

+ Nearly half of students recognize that the time of staying home get longer because of using internet. But most
of them do not recognize that staying home longer cause to change the spatial range of activity.

+ About frequency of going out, nearly same number of students have opposite recognition. The students
recognizing that the frequency get higher use internet for getting information about real life. They recognize
that the high frequency of going out causes to widen the spatial range of activity. On the other hand, some
students pointed out that the frequency get low because internet make the going out more purpose oriented and
efficient.

+ Nearly 70% of students realized that the level of hobby have been deeper because of using internet. The
hobbies changed by internet are variety and they are not only the hobby which need the internet. Only three
students recognize that hobby makes the spatial range of activity wider.
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