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A Study on Pedestrians’ Excursion and Impression
to the Town at the Time of “Town Bar”

OWei YU*' Akehiro SOUDA*?  Takashi YOKOTA*?
Tadasu IIDA** Koji ITAMI*?

Keywords : “Town Bar”, Excursion, GPS, Track, Questionnaire survey

At Kansai Area of Japan, in order to activate the economy of local town and shopping street, the event “Town Bar”
have been held widely. The event “Town Bar” means the event held by shopping street that visitors can have a eat or
drink at a series of shops at the area with the typical ticket. “Town Bar” is a comparatively new attempt while there
are not so many previous studies on it. There are some previous researches about studying on the participants and
owners’ view on the effect of “Town Bar”. With reference on the previous research, the purpose of the research is to
know the pedestrians’ excursion characteristics and the change of the impression to the town when “Town Bar” is
holding. In order to realize the purpose, first, the situation of “Town Bar” in Osaka is surveyed. The survey is based
on literature search. Areas, time, shops, distribution of shops of holding “Town Bar” are searched. Most of the
“Town Bar” are held in spring and autumn, almost 60% of the events are hold in weekend. And the events are been
classified according to the distribution of shops. Second, the pedestrians’ excursion characteristics are investigated.
The investigation is based on GPS investigation. The investigation is done between Fukushima Station and Noda
Station on October 26th, 2013. “Town Bar” is held at the area on the day, 143 shops attended the event and about
2500 people participated in the event. Pedestrians’ moving routes, dining time, moving distance are recorded by
GPS. According to the pedestrians’ walking route patterns, walking speed and distance, pedestrians’ moving
patterns are classified into four types: nearby dinning type, fast moving dinning type, searching type and walking
around type. Third, changes of pedestrians’ impressions to the town when “Town Bar” is holding are analyzed. The
survey is based on questionnaire statistics. Pedestrians’ attribute, concern to the shops, changes of the impression to
the town (measured by attractiveness) are surveyed and analyzed. Finally, we come to the conclusion that: 1) “Town
Bar” are mostly held at the weekend of spring and autumn, 60 shops participate the event in average. 25% of the
events are held near station. 50% of the events are held at the area which is consist of station shops, shopping street
or other areas, 2) when the shops are distributed axially, pedestrians’ movement are mostly repeated trips, when the
shops are distributed dispersed, pedestrians’ movement are mostly excursion trips. The moving patterns could be
divided into four types: nearby dinning type, fast moving dinning type, searching type and walking around type, 3)
changes of the impression to the town is mainly affected by frequency of coming to the town, whether the
pre-survey is done and the distribution of shops. When pedestrians’ walking time and distance is longer, pedestrians
intend to consider the shops are not concentrated but dispersed distributed. When walking distance is shorter,

pedestrians are easier to have higher impression to the town.

Department of Architectural Engineering, Osaka University, Graduate School
NTT Facilities Co. Ltd.
Department of Architectural Engineering, Osaka University, Professor, Dr.Eng.

Department of Architectural Engineering, Osaka University, Associate Professor, Dr.Eng.

[ O I S

* %

Department of Architectural Engineering, Osaka University, Assistant Professor, Dr.Eng.

i RO1 e



