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A Study about the Caretakers’ Functions of Private Apartment Houses

in the French Metropolitan Area

OBIIEE 1, HHDERE 2
SEKIKAWA Hana, TAKADA Mitsuo

This study discusses the caretakers called Gardien(ne)s in private apartment houses in

the French metropolitan area. The aim of this paper is to reveal their historical and

statutory situations, and their functions.The results are shown as follows: (1)This profes-

sion appeared in 18C. (2)At present their obligations and rights are decided by the law.

(3)Their jobs decided by contract are to clean common space, to distribute dwellers’ letters

and to surveil strangers’ comings and goings.(4)They can answer dwellers’ requests, such

as houseworks, with some perquisite by the traditional convention, even if these requests

are not in the official job lists.
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