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The Circumstances of Space Utilization and Management of the Buddhist Monastery in Traditional

Urban area of Patan city
- Mainly Focused on MUBAHI of Patan City -

O%Fy  ZH7 SHEHE? thEfctr
SHAKYA Lata, TAKADA Mitsuo and KANKI Kiyoko

Some of the Buddhist Monasteries of Patan City, are being used as commercial buildings and

apartments due to rapid urbanization of Kathmandu Valley. In this paper, management and space

utilization of monasteries are clarified, mainly by focusing on “Mubahi” of Patan City. The research

was conducted by dividing the monasteries into two types, Type A (courtyard surrounded by a 2-storied
building) and Type B (courtyard surrounded by monastery and residential buildings). The research

findings are as follows: 1) Decrease in Sangha members (a community related to monastery) and

weakened financial condition of Sangha members are the reasons for deteriorated management. 2)

Utilization of spaces for rental rooms or shops does not always causes negative impact to monasteries,

instead it can be source of income. 3) Monastery spaces are utilized for various community activities in

Type A whereas limited common space makes barrier to perform community activities in Type B.
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