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Can Flowers Increase Natural Surveillance in the Neighborhood?

- “Mimamori Flowerpot Project” in Anjo-City, Aichi, Japan -

LN

Kimihiro Hino

Increasing crime and fear of crime forces residents indoors, leading to low natural surveillance and

higher vulnerability to crime. To solve this vicious cycle, we introduced the “Mimamori Flowerpot

Project”. Participants displayed provided flowerpots in front of their homes watering the flowers

when children were on their way to school.

As a result, this project increased “eyes on the street” especially in the morning and it attracted

newcomers to crime prevention. The result of structural equation modeling (SEM) shows that

increased communication among neighbors and beautification of the neighborhood enhance sense

of community, which improved participants’ attitude to children’s safety.
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