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The Relationship between the Actual Transfiguration of Folk Customs of Retirement 
and Succession of Residences at Kou Village 
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In thinking about natural land conservation, village preservation is an important issue. Folk customs of 
local wisdom about family continuation are important to preserve villages with continuity. This wisdom 
may exist in the transformed folk culture of retirement in current modern society. This focus of this 
research is one of the most famous folk customs of retirement in Japan: in Kou Village, Ago, Shima, Mie. 
This paper sets out to understand the actual transfiguration of the folk custom of retirement and the 
prospects of succession of residences and real estate in Kou Village, and to clarify these relationships. It 
discusses succession of residences and community continuity. 
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