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Three PROPOSALS for carbon neutralization by 2050

Council for Promoting Low Carbon Society
- How to implement decarbonized and resilient human settlements by forming a stock-based society -

SUMMARY

Integrating energy and environmental
plans into urban planning

Various initiatives encouraging decarbonization of

human settlements (regions, cities, urban blocks, rural
areas) have been promulgated: the 2012 Low Carbon
City Development Law; the 2017 Building Energy
Conservation Law; ZEB (Net Zero Energy Building);
ZEH (Net Zero Energy House); Future Cities Initiative;
SDGs Future City, and Regional Circular Sphere.Since
not all local authorities have taken them up seriously, the

following recommendations are appropriate:

1)

2)

3)

4)

Taking a three-pronged approach to decarbonization:
energy saving, energy creation and energy efficiency
- thereby improving and revitalizing the urban
environment.

Building up databases about district energy and
local environmental assets.

Raising awareness, developing human resources
and encouraging civic cooperation for promoting
town planning, energy and environment in an
integrated manner.

Establishing decarbonized and resilient human
settlements.

. Renovating and making optimal use of

existing building stock

If an 80% CO, reduction is to be achieved by 2050, then
measures to decarbonize existing building stock are
imperative, such as bolstering earthquake- resistance,

energy-saving, barrier-free renovations. What is called for

is an integrated approach.

1)

2)

3)

Investigating ways of refurbishing existing stock
so as to enhance environmental performance and
contribute to decarbonization.

Applying high quality space design when
regenerating existing buildings for alternative uses.

Enhancing stock value by reforming historic buildings

4) Popularizing the concept of comprehensive
renovation for improving building efficiency.

5) Collecting and using data about building
environment, equipment performance and energy
consumption.

.Realizing Decarbonization and Resilient

Recovery

As witnessed by the many cities which proclaim a
“Climate Emergency Declaration”, large-scale disasters
and pandemics are happening with increasing frequency
around the world. The process of recovery and
reconstruction needs to aspire to a more resilient and
decarbonized society than hitherto. Based on lessons
we have learnt from the Great East Japan Earthquake
followed by Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
Accident in 2011, it is desirable that even at the pre-
recovery and disaster-prevention stage, plans are
made for decarbonization, encouraging use of local
resources and respecting the environment. Recognizing
the imminence of disasters and the need for disaster
prevention we make the following proposals to our
people, their communities, local governments, enterprises
and the nation, so as to bring about a decarbonized
society resilient to disasters.

1) Promoting new patterns of living and renovation
projects through civic and government collaboration,
paving the way to a fully-fledged decarbonized
society.

2) Making the most of local natural resources and

historical assets while restructuring for disaster

prevention and decarbonization.

3) Formulating in advance comprehensive strategies

for district energy and local cooperative ventures

during recovery periods.
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