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For the past 30 years, building environmental assessment
systems have been promoted as the most effective means to
objectively evaluate a building’s environmental merits. However,
most are based on reductive science, and their success is
typically cast in terms of the number of buildings “certified.” This
presentation contrasts these characteristics with the emergence
of “regenerative” design that carries the ambition that buildings
can be designed to add ecological, social and economic value to
the places they are situated. This more expansive and complex
systems view of the built environment raises new questions
about how one measures performance, progress and success.
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